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and improving the means of government; it was a means
of giving a dignity to the nation, a tenacity to its will, a
sense of self-respecting power, and of genuine community
of interests to its population. In one of his first speeches
on the question he said roundly that "that was the best
government where the people had the greatest share in it."
Fox certainly desired Parliamentary Reform because he
thought without it the House of Commons would never be
strong enough to control the Executive, or independent
enough to resist the various forms of Court pressure. He
stated this definitely in his letter to Lord Holland, and in
his speeches to the Associations during the platform cam-
paign. But he had further a great sense of the moral value
of self-government, and his objection to the anomalies of
the representation was not merely the objection that ad-
ministration would be more energetic, and clean, and facile if
they were removed, but the objection that political power
ought to be more widely distributed. This was very vividly
expressed in the last great speech he made on Parliamentary
Reform in 1797. The opponents of Grey's scheme in that
year argued from the danger of innovation in a great crisis,
an argument to which Stein gave the best concrete reply a
few years later when he abolished serfdom in Prussia, and
inspired Prussia with the energy which later withstood
Napoleon. Fox, laying stress on the great accession of
moral strength which would follow from extending political
rights defended Parliamentary Reform as a great defensive
measure. " When we look at the democracies of the ancient
world, we are compelled to acknowledge their oppressions to
their dependencies, their horrible acts of injustice and of in-
gratitude to their own citizens; but they compel us also to
admiration by their vigour, their constancy, their spirit, and
their exertions in every great emergency in which they are
called upon to act. We are compelled to own that it gives
a power, of which no other form of government is capable.
Why? Because it incorporates every man with the state,
because it arouses everything that belongs to the soul as